November 18, 2024
Colleagues,

| trust that the semester has been going well for you, and ready for Thanksgiving next week, as we have
a lot to be thankful for.

This email is being sent to the whole campus community including OSU-Mansfield. Thanks to the help of
Al, it is an all-encompassing email about the efficient utilization of electricity across our campus.

As we work toward a more sustainable and cost-effective future, reducing our campus’s electricity
consumption has become a top priority as the cost of electricity has increased exponentially with no
break in sight. During the 2023-24 fiscal year, the campus has used close to five million kilowatt-hours of
electricity, and paid close to $500,000. Together, we can make a substantial impact by implementing
small yet significant changes in our daily routines.

Why Energy Conservation Matters

Reducing electricity usage not only helps minimize our carbon footprint but also reduces operational
costs, enabling us to allocate more resources towards academic programs, student support, and campus
facilities. By collectively adopting energy-efficient habits, we can create a more sustainable environment
for everyone.

Simple Ways to Save Energy
Here are some effective ways we can all help reduce electricity usage on campus:

1. Be Mindful of Lighting:
o Switch off lights when leaving rooms, especially in classrooms and office spaces.
o Take advantage of natural daylight whenever possible. If you notice lights left on
unnecessarily, please switch them off.
2. Optimize HVAC Usage:
o If you are able, set thermostats to energy-efficient temperatures (suggested 68°F in winter,
75°F in summer) and avoid adjusting them frequently.
o Keep windows and doors closed when heating or cooling systems are on.
3. Conserve Power on Devices:
o Enable power-saving settings on computers and other electronic devices, and turn them off
when not in use, especially overnight.
o Limit usage of high-energy appliances, such as fire-safe heaters, to essential needs only.
4. Use Energy-Efficient Resources:
o Opt for shared printers and appliances whenever possible, and avoid unnecessary printing.
o Report any issues with campus lighting, HVAC, or other electrical systems to facilities
management so we can keep our systems running efficiently.

In addition to our collective efforts, we are exploring infrastructure improvements, including installing
energy-efficient lighting and upgrading our HVAC systems.

Thank you for your attention to this important cause. Let’s make a difference together, one kilowatt-
hour at a time. For any questions, or to suggest additional ideas for energy conservation, please don’t
hesitate to reach out to me or our facilities manager, Anthony Johnston (

AJohnston2 @ncstatecollege.edu ).
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